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Metrolink submission (Railway Order) 2022
Ref: ABP-314724-22 Railway (MetroLink - Estuary to Charlemont via Dublin Airport)
Order [2022] — case number 314724

The proposed Metrolink project is welcome. It will hopefully help to solve Phibsboro’s dire
traffic crisis. The area is one of the key routes into the city and suffers from high amounts of
daily air and noise pollution due to excessive throughput. By providing a clean, safe and
connected public transport system, Metrolink should be hugely transformative for the area
and its residents. By the incorporation of local knowledge, we hope that the project can be
made even more valuable and its cost to the public be reduced.

As the previous iteration of Metrolink veered towards Drumcondra and did not include
Phibsboro, we had never interacted with TII previously. Local groups learnt of what was
happening late on compared to other areas on the route. It also appeared to be the case that
Phibsboro didn’t seem to be viewed as affected as the station is Glasnevin by virtue of being
on the other side of Crossguns Bridge. It was a local residents group in Glasnevin that
shared the information about the new station with us.

We would like it noted that we are aware that there has been substantial new information
submitted by the applicant since day one of the hearing, much of which represents
information that was missing or inadequately referenced in the EIAR and/or represented the
subject of specific requests for information from the applicant that went unanswered. We will
not be responding to much of this new information today as we have not yet had reasonable
time to consider it in detail before making our oral submission. We would expect sufficient
time to be allocated by the inspector at the end of the hearing for observers’ responses to
this new information to be heard.

Brand new station

Phibsboro will be deeply affected by the Metrolink works for a period of possibly up to a
decade due to the complexity of Glasnevin’s interchange station. Many residents live mere
metres away from the extensive site. A brand new station is set to be built over two Irish Rail
tracks and the Metrolink tunnel. The site is due to span from the edge of the Royal Canal at
Crossguns and will remove from what is now Des Kelly’s Carpets to the historic Brian Boru
pub.

It’s disappointing that the Brian Boru or Hedigan’s Pub, in particular, will be completely
eradicated for the construction of the new station as it is one of Dublin’s historic landmarks. It
has been a public house for over 200 years and was even referenced in James Joyce’s
Ulysses. The site was where Brian Boru’s army camped before the Battle of Clontarf in
1014. Works on the Royal Canal began at Crossguns in 1790. It is also the point where the



canal enters Dublin City. There doesn’t appear to be any reference in the station design
shown in the plans to its historic location. Could some remnants at least be incorporated into
the design to reference these events?

The station should be constructed with greater imaginative green building principles and with
newest environmentally progressive abilities such as seen in other European station
designs. A Green roof and living wall needs to be incorporated into the design and rainwater
run-off managed in a way that does not contribute further to the overburdened drainage
system but that is put to good use. The new station needs to be future-proofed to allow such
elements to be enhanced over time as new technology and needs become apparent.

We would be supportive of innovation wherever possible such as solar thermal systems
producing hot water and green roofs allowing the building to harvest rainwater which is then
used to service the toilet facilities. Green roofs and living walls should be seen as a valuable
component of building works and incorporated into public realm infrastructure wherever
possible.

Traffic management

Traffic management during the construction phase will clearly be hugely challenging.
Currently, during the comparatively minor construction of Phase 3 Royal Canal Greenway
there has been a cumulative negative knock on effect for the rest of Phibsboro. It would be
expected that traffic management would not be minimised and given due consideration
necessary for the safety and health of local residents.

This is especially important in the context of a new temporary bridge proposed to cross the
Royal Canal below Lock 6. It is set to divert canal traffic away from the construction site and
exit into the much smaller roads and one-way systems around Shandon, Leinster St and
Ulster Street. The temporary bridge would need to be used by emergency service vehicles,
Waterways Ireland, septic tank trucks for Coke Oven Cottage residents as well as
pedestrians and all cycle traffic including ebikes, scooters, etc.

The proposed bridge wraps the exit road around the back of residents apartments in
Shandon Mills, and exits on to Shandon Road at the end of Shandon Park. This will have a
significant negative impact on the residents of Shandon Mills, Shandon Park, Shandon
Road, Leinster St, Ulster and Connaught St. It would be far preferable to use the pre-existing
roadway through the derelict flour mill site coming to an arrangement to do that should be a
priority.

Biodiversity

It is welcome to see ecological oversight included for the project. It was also heartening to
learn of the recent updates to Metrolink’s EIAR on the Otter Mitigation Plan developed with
the NPWS. Otters use the Royal Canal and are a species with strict protections in EU and
Irish law. Local residents deeply value both the ecological and amenity value of this precious
green space in the city. It would be hoped that as the project is constructed, ecology is
respected and adjustments made to ensure the best possible outcomes for nature.



Since this version of the Metrolink plans were originally developed, Ireland now has
published the 4th National Biodiversity Action Plan 2023–2030. There is also the Dublin City
Biodiversity Action Plan 2021-2025 and the 2019-2021 Phibsboro Biodiversity Action Plan
from Phibsboro Village Tidy Towns. The proposed Natural Heritage Area of the Royal Canal
is a key habitat corridor for urban wildlife including many species of bats, birds and insects.
It’s obviously important for the project to incorporate up-to-date information during the works
process and abide by any changing guidelines.

In the Metrolink EIAR Biodiversity Update: Section 2.6, it says “Hedgerow loss in DCC is
confined to a single hedgerow feature adjacent to the Royal Canal at Glasnevin. The loss of
hedgerow in DCC will not result in a likely significant negative residual effect at any
geographic scale.”

We know the importance of eco-system services provided by hedgerows including the ability
to sequester carbon, increase biomass, mitigate air pollution and absorb excess water from
more extreme weather events. We have asked that the current hawthorn and blackthorn
hedgerow be reinstated post construction. The hedgerow affected by the project currently
grows alongside the canal from Lock 6 to Crossguns Bridge.

We argue that this is a greater loss than has been stated in the report. Given that the Royal
Canal is a habitat corridor and given our understanding of the vital services provided by
hedgerows it would make sense to ensure that a bigger and even more diverse hedgerow be
planted to address the sad but understandably necessary loss during the construction
phase.

Important considerations:

• Request for ongoing meaningful dialogue with TII/Metrolink over the proposed timeline of
the project. It would be infinitely preferable to solve problems with local residents groups as
they arise. A liaison person is key. Who will have oversight of potentially overlapping
timelines across projects in the area between BusConnects, Eirgrid high-power cable
installation, Royal Canal Greenway Phase 4 and Metrolink?

• Acknowledging the long history of the site either by design or incorporating some of past
history into the new Glasnevin Station

• Adequacy and safety for service vehicles and emergency services as well as local
residents for access via temporary bridge.

• Reduce impacts from new bridge on Shandon (security and amenity)

• Request for priority consideration to be given for an alternative temporary access route
from the temporary bridge through the derelict flour mill site not yet developed. Why the
temporary access could not be routed through the derelict industrial site instead of through
Shandon Mills. This would not preclude future development when the station is finished.



• Residents seek assurances from TII that the proposed alignment and width of the
temporary access road and bridge (especially the tight curves needed to go around Shandon
Mills) are suitable for all vehicles which will use it.

• The small existing hedgerow from Lock 6 to Crossguns Bridge does serve as an important
corridor for wildlife. We strongly urge that this be reinstated better than before as it is an
important landscape feature and should not be eradicated during this critical biodiversity
crisis.

• As the local area will be heavily impacted by the extended construction project for a period
of years we are seeking a community fund to be set up to help support local biodiversity and
improve amenities.

Finally, I want to acknowledge and express appreciation for all of the assistance from RINA
and for a very late stage but productive meeting set up by them with members of the
Metrolink team to discuss some of the issues affecting residents.

It would be extremely important for dialogue like that to continue for the support and benefits
to this hugely valuable project.

*Following on the below pages are notes from that meeting from the independent
engineering experts supporting local groups to help contextualise the plans and impacts on
residents.










